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and academic decline. Participants agreed that joint
custody, when its conditions are met, represents a
response more aligned with the best interests of the child,
though its application remains contingent on legal reform
and the integration of psychological and social expertise
into the judicial system.

Keywords: Joint custody - best interests of the child -
Lebanese Jaafari context - Socio-legal approach -
Psychological and social repercussions.
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Abstract:

This study examines the issue of joint custody in the
Lebanese Jaafari context from the perspective of the best
interests of the child, seeking to answer the following
question: To what extent do prevailing custody patterns in
this context respond to the principle of the best interests
of the child, and what role can joint custody play in
meeting the psychological and social needs of the child
following parental separation?

The study draws on a theoretical framework combining
the best interests of the child principle as enshrined in the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), and a socio-
legal approach that enables an understanding of the
interaction between legal, social, and cultural structures in
shaping custody decisions. A qualitative exploratory
methodology was adopted, with semi-structured
interviews conducted with fifty-four participants:
eighteen mothers who had experienced custody disputes,
eighteen lawyers specialising in personal status cases, and
eighteen social workers with experience in cases
involving children and families following divorce.

The findings reveal that sole custody based on age criteria
represents the dominant pattern in the Lebanese Jaafari
context, applied in an automatic manner that disregards
the child's actual psychological and social needs, while
joint custody is largely absent as a codified arrangement.
The results also demonstrate a wide gap between the
principle of the best interests of the child and actual
judicial practice, as well as documented psychological
and social repercussions on the child, including anxiety,
emotional loss, behavioural problems, social isolation,
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